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Go …. HARDWICK WILDCATS!

JUNE 24, 25 & 26, 2011 are three days you 
won’t want to miss!  All Hardwick Grade School 
Classmates are converging on your hometown of 
Hardwick to celebrate and reminisce.

REUNION REGISTRATION:
It’s almost been two decades since all of us 

have gathered together to share in a great weekend 
of fun at an All School Reunion.  Th e last Reunion 
was in 1992…so don’t miss this one!  

Th e All School Reunion Committee has spent 
months searching for classmates throughout the 
globe…and on those three great days in June…
everyone will join together to remember those 
“good ole’ days.”  Th e cost for an entire weekend of 
fun is $15 per person.  

HOUSING:
A list of motels in Luverne is available on 

the Luverne Area Chamber website at www.
luvernechamber.com or by phoning 888 283-4061.  

Th e City of Hardwick is also developing a RV 
camping area by the Hardwick ball diamonds…
just in time for the All School Reunion!  Let us 
know if you plan on parking your camper and we 
will reserve a spot for you.  Th ere will be a free will 
donation for parking your camper.

WILDCAT GEAR:
Attend the reunion “in style” when you wear 

Hardwick Wildcat tee shirts, sweatshirts, hoodies, 
and baseball caps.  Wildcat Gear is in stock at 
Exchange State Bank in Hardwick.  Place your 
order early and pick up your gear at registration.  If 
needed, let us know and we can mail you your logo 
gear.  It is a great look for any former “Wildcat!”

CONTACT AND INFORMATION:
Registration and Wildcat gear order forms can be 
mailed to:
  Hardwick All School Reunion
  Patti Pierson
  1562 201st St.
  Hardwick, MN  56134

Registration forms and registration are also 
available on-line at www.luvernechamber.com.

ALL REGISTRATIONS MUST BE RECEIVED NO 
LATER THAN JUNE 10, 2011!

Questions?   Call Patti at 507 669-2371 or e-mail 
her at piersonprp@frontiernet.net.
  

Th e Alumni News volunteers continue to receive priceless news tips and story ideas to share with Luverne 
High School graduates. Th ey are wonderful. Keep them coming. Th is particular edition of the Alumni News 

contains pages seeking addresses for lost graduates, exciting news about new Dollars For Scholars funds, 
obituaries of our classmates and thoughtful tidbits from classmates who have shared information about 

themselves. More feature story submissions will appear in subsequent issues of the Alumni News.

THANKS FOR ALL THE ALUMNI NEWS TIPS … KEEP THEM COMING
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What We’ve Heard . . .
By Jane Wildung Lanphere

Jim Jacobson (LHS 1968) 
sends greetings to all alumni from 
Aurora, CO.

From Coronado, CA come 
greetings from Rev. Dr. Deborah 
(Luethje) Mariya (LHS 1971.)  
Her daughter, Mercy, is now 7 
years old and in the second grade.  
Next year they will begin the 
adventure of home schooling with a 
Christian program called “Classical 
Conversations.”

Joan (Padilla) Ripley (LHS 
1954) shares memories about her 
brother-in-law Les Ripley.  Students 
at LHS probably knew Les as the 
“candy man” when he owned 
Ripley’s Service across from the 
High School.  More recently, Les 
served as a crossing guard helping 
hundreds of Luverne’s children to 
cross the street safely.  Joan also 
shares how wonderful the Veteran 
Memorial is.  She saw it for the fi rst 
time when she was in town for the 
funeral.  Reading all of the names 
in the pavers brought a rush of 
memories to mind.  Certainly all 
the men and women who stayed in 
Luverne and contributed to making 
Luverne a wonderful place to live 
and return to!

Greetings from Albert Lea 
are sent to Alumni from Lloyd 
Johnson (LHS 1952).  Lloyd fondly 
remembers attending grade school 
in Kenneth before coming to LHS.  
He retired from the telephone 
company about twelve years ago 
after working in the industry for 
40 years.  Lloyd looks forward to 
receiving Alumni News!

Sioux Falls is the home of 
Marlys (Hagen) Shade (LHS 1956).  
Marlys lost her husband Dale in 
April 2010.  She continues to work 
at Dacotah Bank two days per week 
and looks forward to spending part 
of each winter in Austin, TX.  In her 
spar time, Marlys like to play Mah 
Jongg and enjoys the challenges
of learning to knit.

Alumni News apologies for 
losing this acknowledgement:

Gloria Schlapkohl Siekmeier 
sends her thanks and deepest 
appreciation to Mavis Winge 
Amundson and her committee 
for the outstanding job they did in 
organizing the LHS Class of 1950 
Reunion in July 2010.  Approximately 
one-third of the class gathered 
together to celebrate sixty years after 
leaving the hallowed halls of Luverne 
High School.

Gloria Aanenson Rolfs (LHS 
1963) retired as the Rock County 
Auditor-Treasurer at the end of 2010.  
Gloria worked for Rock County for 26 
years and shares the sentiment that 
Rock County is the BEST COUNTY in 
the State of Minnesota!

Greetings come from Ivy 
(McClure) Pierson (LHS 1948) in 
beautiful Rapid City, SD.  Ivy looks 
forward to receiving the Alumni 
News and keeping up with former 
classmates as well as all the current 
projects in Luverne.

“Hi…from the desert oasis 
Borrego Springs, CA!” shouts Ken 
Cragoe (LHS 1952).  Located just 
75 NE of San Diego, Borrego Springs 
is located in Borrego State Parks 
which is 80 miles long and 50 miles 
wide.  Th is community has also been 
designated as the second city in the 
country as a “dark sky community.”  
Ken urges Luverne Alumni to 
stop by this beautiful oasis.  Call 1 
800-BORREGO.

Maple Plain, MN is home to 
Kirstin Weinman Jacques.  Kirstin 
and her husband fi nd meaningful 
work in their backyard organic farm.  
In 2010 they added 13 hens to the 
family to help with the fertilizing, 
cultivating, and pest control.  Eggs 
anyone?  As a member of LHS 1982, 
Kirstin appreciates all the Alumni 
News does to keep everyone up 
to date on what is going on in our 
beloved hometown!

Ev and Marion Mueller send 
greetings to Luverne Alumni from 
Rochester, MN.  He was saddened to 
read of the passing of Linda Godfrey.  
Linda served as his secretary at 
Luverne Elementary prior to leaving.  
He and Marion enjoy reading 
Alumni News.  Th ey can’t complain 
about their health but they have 
had to cut back on their driving.  
Th ey enjoy their family and the 18 
grandchildren!

Mavis (Winge) Amundson 
(LHS 1950) sends accolades to the 
Alumni News staff .  She urges the 
team to keep up the good work.  Th e 
volunteer eff ort is what makes our 
hometown great!  She looks forward 
to receiving every edition and 
reading it cover to cover!

Fond memories of friends and 
family come from Sandy Haakenson 
Parpart of Delano, MN.  Sandy was 
saddened to lose cousin Tony Scheidt 
(LHS 1969) and classmate Curt 
Maxwell (LHS 1968.)  Both men were 
stalwart Luverne supporters and 
were the type of people who made 
Luverne a great place to live.  Th ese 
two great friends were compassionate 
and giving…they will be missed by 
all.

From beautiful Tempe, AZ, 
Marilyn (Hatting) Holland thanks 
the Alumni News staff  and supporters 
for keeping all Alumni connected to a 
great home town.

D. J. Cross (LHS 1982) shouts 
“hello” from southwest Missouri.  
D. J. moved to this new location in 
November and lives close to Branson, 
MO.  He urges Alumni to look him up 
next time you are in the area!

Shirley Honken (LHS 1958) 
of Hills, MN sends greetings to her 
friends, classmates and all Alumni.  
She enjoys receiving the Alumni 
News and keeping up with friends 
throughout the country.

What We’ve Heard /Continued on page 4
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Let’s Hear from YOU!
Let us know what you are doing and we’ll pass 
it on to other alumni.  Complete and then place 
this form in an envelope and mail to:

Alumni News
709 N. Kniss Avenue

Luverne, Minnesota 56156

Name

Mailing Address

City State Zip

Phone Number:

E-Mail

Year of Graduation

Comments:

Check here  if you wish 
to have your e-mail address 
included in the directory.

Enjoying their 17th winter 
as Arizona snowbirds, Carroll 
Winkler sends greetings to 
Luverne Alumni.  Even though 
graduating in 1947, Dr. Winkler 
enjoys hearing about all that is 
happening in his hometown.  
Great friends, great classmates 
and great memories continue!

Darlene (Burmeister) 
(LHS 1951) and husband 
Walt Johnson send news from 
Brooklyn Park, MN.  Darlene 
writes that she looks forward 
to each issue of Alumni News.  
A special time each month is 
getting together with former 
classmates from Luverne for 
lunch.  We meet once a month 
at or near the Mall of America.  
We call ourselves “Th e Golden 
Girls” because we started this 
about the time we had our 50th 
class reunion.  

At fi rst it was just the 
girls but now our spouses 
also get-together.  Th is group 
includes Gerri (DeVries) and 
Ron Hamann, MaReese (Olson) 
and Don Cragoe, Alice (Hoiland) 
Larson, Iona (Wahlert) Hartog, 
Lonell (Heronimus) and Dennis 
Wills – all members of LHS 1951.  
Joining the group from time to 
time are Viola and John Fritz and 
Norm Torrison (LHS 1950.)  Ernie 
and Shirley Parry also had met 
with the group.  Ernie was one of 
our favorite teachers.  

If anyone is in the Cities the 
third Tuesday of the month and 
would like to join us, please give 
me a call at 763-424-3677.  We 
would love to see you!

Dwayne Johnson (LHS 
1955) sends greetings from 
Baltimore, MD.  He looks fondly 
back on my days living in Luverne 
and attending LHS.  Although 
he moved from Luverne in 1960, 
Luverne is still “my home town.”  

In the recent Alumni News 
there was a request for ideas 
that may bring more people 

into Luverne and stimulate the 
business climate.  In thinking 
about that, Dwayne shares one 
thought.

He retired as a high school 
principal in the Baltimore County 
Public School System.  Th e high 
school which he served had a 
very active alumni association, 
much like Luverne.  Th e group 
requested that he set aside a 
room in the school to be used as 
an Alumni Museum.  It became a 
very popular exhibit for people to 
visit when they were in the area.  

In the museum the Alumni 
Association had many exhibits 
including past yearbooks, athletic 
sweaters, letters, medals earned 
in competitions, graduation rings, 
pictures of past principals, class 
pictures, and numerous other 
items of interest.  

Th e exhibit also had a 
jukebox.  Graduation years were 
listed on the menu rather than 
musical numbers.  So if a person 

pushed the button from 1965, the 
most popular song of that year 
was played.  

One of the great things about 
the project is that the museum 
was coordinated through a 
committee of Alumni and current 
students.  Th e student-run 
committee was charged with 
the upkeep of the room and the 
various exhibits.  Consequently, 
students had a vested interest in 
the history of their school.  

It might be a great idea for 
a great community with a great 
school system like Luverne!

 
Erling Tofteland (LHS 1941) 

sends greetings to all Luverne 
graduates.  Erling still enjoys 
living in Luverne.  

Audrey (Nelson) 
DeSchepper (LHS 1946) is 
looking forward to this summer as 
their class will be celebrating their 
65th class reunion!



5

1930-1939
Marion Berg Champion Spence ’35 died September 

2004 at age 92.

1940-1949
Delores Hudson Dunn ’48 died January 10, 2011 in 

Plymouth, Texas.  After high school she attended business 
school in Mankato.  In 1957 she married Jack Dunn.  
Th ey owned and operated the Logan County Airport in 
Lincoln, Ill. 

Mr. Dunn died in 1972. She then moved to Texas 
where she worked as a bookkeeper for the state of Texas.  
She was a member of the church choir in Corpus Christi, 
Texas, and a member of Beta Sigma Phi for more than 50 
years. She enjoyed music and singing, her border collie 
dogs, and anything to do with small airports.  She is 
survived by her brother, Marlin (Diane) Hudson and six 
nieces and nephews and other relatives and friends.

Joan Bofenkamp Donahoe ’48 died November 
18, 2010 in Sioux Falls, S.D. Joan was a graduate of the 
College of St. Teresa, St. Mary’s School of Nursing and the 
University of Chicago.  She was an instructor of obstetrics 
at McKennan Hospital where she met her husband Dr. 
Jack Donahoe.  She was active in the Jr. League, St. Mary’s 
Church Group, Meals on Wheels, McKennan Auxiliary 
and volunteered as a Pink Lady.  She enjoyed tennis, golf 
and Mahjong.  Her priorities were running the household 
and raising her eight children. She dedicated her life to 
helping others. She is survived by her sister Jean and 
seven children; Stephen (Terry) Donahoe, John (Nancy) 
Donahoe, David Donahoe, Joni Donahoe, Mark (Ann) 
Donahoe, Michael (Tina) Donahoe and, Patrick (Kuni) 
Donahoe

1950-1959-
Robert Hatting ’56 died January 26, 2011, at 

the Sanford Hospice Cottage in Luverne.  Following 
graduation he went to work for Hatting Gravel Company.  
He married Lois Binford in 1971.  In 1977 he took a job 
at Farmers Union Co-Op in Luverne where he worked 
until his retirement in 2009.  He enjoyed woodworking, 
drawing, painting, collecting model cars, and watching 
the Barrett-Jackson Collector Car auction on TV.  Mr. 
Hatting is survived by his wife, Lois ‘56, and two 
daughters, Deb (Steve) Hill, and Shawn (Rob) Flegel, 
three stepchildren, 10 grandchildren and six siblings, 
Marilyn ’55 Hoiland, Patricia (Jim) Phillips, Clem ’63 
“Butch”(Vickie) Hatting Jr, Sandy (Steve) Heckt and Jim 
‘66 (Carol) Hatting.

Dr. Kerwin P. Winkler ’56 died November 5, 2010 in 
Aberdeen, South Dakota.  Kerwin did his undergraduate 
study at South Dakota State University and earned his 
doctorate at Palmer Chiropractic College, Davenport, 
Iowa. He was married in 1971 to Gola McKee.  Th ey 
moved to Aberdeen, SD where their two children were 
born.  Kerwin ran a successful chiropractic practice for 
49 years with his son Dr. Barry Winkler joining him in 
1991. Th roughout his successful career he held many 

positions within his fi eld.  He was the only Doctor of 
Chiropractic to receive the South Dakota Chiropractor 
of the Year Award twice.  He was active in various 
community organizations and proudly served as Past 
Master of Sunrise Lodge 211 A.F. T.A.M. He was a loving 
and dedicated family man and was well known for his 
care of, and integrity with his patients.  He is survived by 
his wife, Gola Winkler, son, Dr. Barry Winkler, daughter 
Paula (Michael) Accurso, six grandsons, one great-
granddaughter, his brother Dr. Carroll (Verna) Winkler, 
three sister-in-laws, Paige Winkler, Peg McKee, and Mavis 
Wahlert. 

Kathryn Hoime Robinson ’57 died March 18th, 
2011 at her home in Tulsa, OK.  After graduation Kathryn 
attended Augustana College.  She married Richard 
Robinson in 1961. She enjoyed volunteering, music, 
rides in the Black Hills and being out in the sunshine.  
She is survived by her husband, Richard, three children, 
Michelle (Mike) Easley, Mike Robinson, and Cindy (Greg) 
Andrew, fi ve grandchildren, her twin brother Kenny 
Hoime, fi ve sisters, Lorraine Olson, Marilyn Ode, Eunice 
Minick, Judy Erickson, and Marcia Odenbach.

1960-1969-
Lloyd Madison ’62 died January 26, 2011.  After high 

school he joined the Army National Guard and worked 
at various occupations.  In 1971 he married Barbara 
Johnson.  Th ey farmed and raised pigs west of Colton, SD 
for 10 years.  He then became an insurance salesman.  He 
enjoyed visiting with people and meeting new friends.  He 
is survived by his wife, Barbara; a son, Bradley (Heather) 
Madison, a daughter, Kayleen (Duncan) Langat, a brother 
Charles ’57 (Lena), a sister Audrey ’60 (Ken) Greene, and 
many other friends and relatives

Curt Maxwell ’68 died January 4, 2011 as the result 
of an automobile accident. In 1994 Curt married Sandy 
Brower Lammert.  He worked in construction as a stone 
mason and as a handy man. He was a member of the 
American Reformed Church and Luverne Eagles Club 
where he donated hundreds of hours as a fund-raiser grill 
master. Curt also helped coach his son Austin’s hockey 
team for several seasons. He is survived by his wife, Sandy 
Maxwell, son, Austin, three step children; Sherry ’99 
(Andy) Diller, Erin ’02 (Matthew) Brown, and Eric ’03 
(Amanda Ebert) Lammert, a step granddaughter, Nora 
Diller; two sisters, Linda ‘69 (Dominic) Maras, Dawn 
’73 (Bob Christiansen) Maxwell; two brothers, Dan ’75 
(Linda) Maxwell and Randy ’81 (Sue) Maxwell.

1970-1979-
James Hommen ’70 of Charleston, West Virginia 

died March 13, 2011 at Hubbard Hospice in Charleston.  
James spent much of his childhood with his grandparents 
at the Rock County Sheriff ’s Offi  ce where his grandfather, 
Neil Roberts, was sheriff .  His family moved into the 

sheriff ’s offi  ce when his father, Ole, became sheriff . 

Remembering our Classmates  … by Carol McDonald

Remembering our classmates/see page 13 
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(See page 14 for information Arthur shared)

 The annual 2011 Community Scholarship Awards 
Booklet is in the process of being printed. The 30-
page booklet contains a short synopsis of all perpetual 
scholarships endowed with the Luverne Dollars for 
Scholars, names of each scholarship recipient and the 
scholarship the recipients will be receiving. Once again, 
plans are to indclude a copy of the Scholarship Booklet
along with the July edition of the Alumni News.

Class of 1979 is challenging all classmates and their 
families to donate a tax deductible gift to the Dollars for 
Scholars program to start a scholarship!  Send all your 
donations to:  Dollars for Scholars; P.O. Box 822; Luverne, 
MN 56156.  Make your check out to Dollars for Scholars 
and in the memo line write in:  Class of 1979 Scholarship.  
For more information contact Laurie DeWispelaere at 
laurie_dew@yahoo.com or call 360-547-2467. 

This scholarship is in memory of our deceased 
classmates:  Dave Sammons, Craig DeJongh, Steve Gits, 
Cathy LeBrun and Richard Briggs

Class of ‘79 challenge:

continues each
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Have you checked out the
Luverne Alumni News at

www.alumninews.info lately?
A new update is here: 

You are able to read your 
Alumni News online. Now that 
it is available, let us know you 
would like to discontinue the 
hard copy to go green (save 
postal expenses and a tree). 

Please email 
Patti Pierson at

piersonprp@frontiernet.net

Online Alumni News 
goes green, 
saves green
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After graduation he attended 
Southwest Minnesota State 
University at Marshall for two years 
and a year at Mankato State College. 
He then moved to Minneapolis and 
worked for Wicks Furniture.  He 
worked in Houston, Texas during 
the “oil industry” years and worked 
with a traveling carnival with his 
good friends Tom Skattum ’69 and 
Rick Serie ’70.  While in Houston 
he worked for Hertz Corporation.  
He was transferred to Los Angeles, 
California after a few years. He was 
sought after by Avis Rent A Car and 
moved to Denver, Co.  He returned 
to Los Angeles as a regional sales 
manager.  He was promoted to 
national accounts manager and 
after 15 years with Avis he, he was 
promoted in 1998 to director of 
group sales association market 
based in Washington D.C.  After his 
career with Avis, he and his wife 
Terri moved to her hometown of 
Charleston.  He enjoyed spending 
time with his dogs and following the 
West Virginia Mountaineers football 
team.  Mr. Hommen is survived by his 
wife, Terri Hommen, a brother, Jack 
’72 (Pamela) Hommen, many nieces 
and nephews.

Kathy Th orson ’77 died 
March 6, 2011, in Luverne. Kathy 
attended Magnolia Public School 
through the 3rd grade then began 
in Luverne where she was active in 
basketball (receiving all-conference 
honors in 1976 and 1977) and fast-
pitch softball.  Upon graduation 
she attended Southwest State 

University in Marshall, Minnesota 
and Worthington Community 
College in Worthington, Minnesota. 
Following her education Kathy 
moved to Tucson, Arizona and 
became employed by Burr-Brown 
Corporation where she tested semi-
conductors for several years.  She 
lived for some time in the Concordia, 
Kansas area before returning to 
Luverne.  Kathy worked on and off  
part time at the Corner Gas Stop 
while searching for her “niche” in the 
community. Kathy enjoyed basketball 
and fast-pitch softball and continued 
to follow women’s basketball over 
the years.  She also enjoyed following 
the Minnesota Vikings. Most 
important to Kathy was her love of 
animals, especially her cats, dogs and 
horses.  Her mother, Olga Th orson, 
two siblings, Pamela ’75 and her 
husband Jack Hommen, and brother, 
Jeff  Th orson ’78 and her nieces and 
nephews survive her.

1980-1989
 Paul Kruger ’82 died February 

1, 2011 at his home in Renner S.D.  
Following high school he lived in 
Oklahoma and Florida.  In 1997 he 
moved to Sioux Falls, S.D where 
he attained an associate’s degree 
in computer networking. He then 
attended Colorado Technical 
Institute, Sioux Falls, to complete his 
bachelor’s degree but was unable to 
fi nish due to his illness.  On Aug 18, 
2007 he married Barb Rothenbuehler.  
He enjoyed the outdoors, especially 
fi shing and playing with his “big 

boy” toys.  His wife, Barb Kruger 
’73, survives Mr. Kruger, a son, Levi 
Kruger; two daughters, Heather 
Lindsey, and Areana Pourier; three 
stepchildren; one granddaughter; 
four step grandchildren; his mother, 
Carol (Willie) Petit Poppenga; fi ve 
siblings, Lewey (Barbara Ann) 
Kruger, Dean ’74 (Deb) Kruger, 
Kathryn ’76 (Charlie) Crow, John 
’78 (Kitty) Kruger, and Bill (Donna) 
Kruger; two half siblings Trudy ’87 
(Dave) Tollefson, and Rob ’89 (Gigi 
Krell, Moore; seven step siblings and 
many other friends and relatives.

1990-1999-
Calixtra Corrall Brock ’98 died 

January 19, 2011 at her home in 
Sioux Falls.  She served in the Army 
National Guard from 2001-2006 and 
acquired the rank of SPC E-4.  She 
worked at Bayliner in Pipestone and 
later at Premier Card in Sioux Falls.  
Ms. Corrall Brock is survived by two 
daughters, KyAnn Blu and Kira Rae 
Nieber of Sioux Falls; her father, 
Richard “Pete” Corrall; her mother, 
Peggy Jo (Wayne) Harms; two sisters 
Caisie Shields, and Cristina Riechter; 
and her stepgrandparents, Larry and 
Lorna Harms

2000-2010-
Teacher Ernie Parry died at the 

age of 89 in Circle Pines. A graduate 
of Morningside College, he taught 
in Luverne before moving to the 
Twin Cities to pursue a career in the 
insurance business.

Remembering our classmates/continued from page 5
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… An LHS Alumnus shares his memories
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CLASS OF 1971 Get-Together Weekend is July 14-16, 2011 
for their 40th anniversary of their high school graduation.

Th ursday, July 14, 6 p.m, Meet and greet on Main Street 
as members join in the celebration of Luverne’s 49th Annual 
Hot Dog Nite.  Features include the wiener dog races, wiener 
dog beauty pageant and the Wienerman Triathlon! 

Friday, July 15, 6 pm  Gather at the Rock County Veterans 
Memorial Building (and the Kahler Terrace) for a night of 
visiting and reminiscing!  Reservations required!

Saturday, July 16, 4-11 pm  Join the crowds at the 
Luverne City Park for the third annual Music, Meals and 
Meander.  Tequila Sunrise, Not Exactly, Starfi res and more 
provide live music during Habitat for Humanities’ 
second annual Barbeque Rib Cook-off .

Reservation forms coming in the mail
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